	Lab (#)

Chapter 6 - Command Line Basics


Quick Review

Basic Commands
· The following is a list of commonly used commands to work in Linux:
	Type


	Command
	Description

	File and directory administration
	pwd
	Prints the working directory or directory you are in

	
	ls
	Lists the contents of the directory

	
	
	ls command options

	
	
	-l
	Lists the contents of a dir and shows info for each file

	
	
	-a
	Lists all files, including hidden files

	
	
	-R
	Lists the files and subdirectories of a directory and further lists the contents of each subdirectory recursively

	
	cd
	Change directory

	
	cd ..
	Go to the parent directory

	
	file 
	Determines the type of a file 

	
	cat
	Concatenate a file

	
	less
	View text files and paginate them if needed

	
	cp
	Copies a file

	
	
	cp command options

	
	
	-i
	Copies a file and asks before overwriting

	
	
	-r
	Copies a directory with its contents

	
	mv
	Moves or renames a file

	
	rm
	Removes a directory with its contents

	
	mkdir
	Makes a directory

	
	touch
	Changes the time stamp on a file

	
	rmdir
	Removes a directory

	User 
	su
	Switches between root and user

	
	sudo
	Performs root commands under the user

	
	whoami
	Prints the current user_id

	Information and Documentation
	whereis
	Locates the binary, source, and manual page files for a command

	
	which
	Shows the full path of commands

	
	locate
	Lists the files in databases that match a pattern

	
	find
	Searches for files in a directory hierarchy

	
	man
	Displays documentation on any command used in Linux

	
	whatis
	Prints a short description of the command

	
	apropos
	Searches for keywords if you do not know the actual name of a command

	
	info
	Yields more current information


Basic Commands Exercise
In this exercise you will accomplish the following goals:

1. Perform file and directory administration tasks

2. Switch between user and root using su command
3. Gather information and documentation about files and commands
For this exercise you need to be logged in as (your_username, e.g. jimw) 

Goal 1: Perform file and directory administration tasks
· Type: pwd
· [image: image1.png]


 Which working directory are you in? 
· Go to your /home directory  using the cd command and type the full pathname
· Type: ls -l

[image: image2.png]


 This will ________________________________________________

· [image: image3.png]


 Show a listing of all hidden files and contents of each directory and its subdirectory recursively using the ls command with its options

· Type: ls -l | less

This will list all files and directories, pipe it to the command less and will display 


the listing of files page by page
· [image: image4.png]


 Which working directory are you in? 
· [image: image5.png]


 Create a directory under your /home directory named /test using the mkdir command

· Create another directory under the /test directory named /firstdir
· Under the /firstdir directory type:  touch firstfile
· List the contents of the /firstdir directory

· [image: image6.png]


 Copy firstfile from the /firstdir directory to the /test directory

· Rename the /test/firstfile file to secondfile using the mv command

· [image: image7.png]


 Delete the directory /firstdir and its contents using rmdir
· Delete the /test directory

· List the contents of your /home directory to ensure you have removed the test directory and its contents

· [image: image8.png]


 Go to your parent directory
Goal 2: Switch between user and root using su command
· Type: whoami

[image: image9.png]


 This will ________________________________________________

· Using the su command switch to root
· Using the su command switch back to your username
[image: image10.png]


 What is the difference between the su and the sudo command? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________sting of files page by pageptions

· 



























__________________________________________________________________
Goal 3: Gather information and documentation on files and commands
· Type:   locate man

[image: image11.png]


 This will ________________________________________________

·  Type:  whereis man
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 This will ________________________________________________

· Type:   find man
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 This will ________________________________________________

· [image: image14.png]


 Where is the man command located? ____________________

· What is the difference between the locate, find and whereis command?


__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________sting of files page by pageptions





























__________________________________________________________________

· Show a short synopsis on the man command

· Type:   man man
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 This will ________________________________________________
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